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HEMC Set to Pursue Fiber Expansion
Following Passage of Senate Bill 2

D

uring the 2019 session of the Georgia
General Assembly, lawmakers
passed Senate Bill 2, which gives statutory authority to the state’s 41 electric
cooperatives to provide broadband
services. This legislation, championed
by Sen. Steve Gooch (R-Dahlonega) and
Rep. Jay Powell (R-Camilla), removes
key barriers for EMCs, their communities
and members.
Senate Bill 2:
n	
Allows EMCs to provide retail broadband services through an affiliate;
n	
Allows EMCs to lease excess fiber
capacity to a third-party retail broadband provider;
n	
Allows EMCs to seek grants and
loans (federal, state or other sources)
specifically for rural broadband;
n	
Requires cross-subsidization safeguards that protect EMC electric

Brad Hicks
consumers as well as ensuring a
fair competitive market with existing providers; and
n	
Allows all existing EMC electric
easements to also be used for
communications purposes.
“We would like to thank the legislators and Gov. (Brian) Kemp for
their initiative to bring broadband
connectivity to rural Georgia,” said
Habersham EMC CEO Brad Hicks. “It
was a team effort with grassroots support from our membership.”
Additionally, in March, the

Habersham EMC Board of Directors
approved a three-year business plan
for the Trailwave fiber-optic service to
expand in support of our community.
“The decision of the board to allow
HEMC to continue smart growth of the
fiber-optic Internet business shows our
commitment to the community,” says
Hicks. “Development of the business
plan was underway before the recent
rural broadband state legislation. The
business plan was developed in anticipation of the passage of SB2, therefore
we are confident we will meet the
requirements of the legislation.”

Line Inspections Underway
As part of our ongoing initiative to
improve reliability, Habersham EMC
has contracted with Davey Services
to conduct line inspections along 550
miles of line within our service territory.

Habersham EMC

These will be conducted using both visual
and infrared camera inspections by crews in
trucks and on foot.
To view a map of the areas to be
inspected, please visit habershamemc.com.
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Easter Weekend Storm Hops Across Territory

Crew members prepare to replace a

Above, a lineman climbs a pole to

broken pole. Saturated ground slowed

inspect fiber while an electrical crew

progress even after fallen trees were

works nearby. Top right, a crew pulls

removed.

wire to replace a line torn down by
falling trees.

Above, some roadways were completely blocked, forcing crews to cut their way
into areas. Center right, crews worked into the night to replace a pole. Lower right,
a tree hangs in the power lines.
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Welcome, New
Habersham EMC Employees

Official Monthly Publication
of Habersham EMC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Chairman, Jeff
Ferguson; Vice Chairman, David Wall;
Secretary-Treasurer, Billy Cantrell; Jeff
Herrin, Dustin Hulsey, Frank McCrackin,
Kenneth McEntire, Dan Thurmond and
Rick Wood.
Regular Board meetings are held at 3 p.m.
on the last Tuesday of each month at the
HEMC headquarters.
EMERGENCY SERVICE: Call (706) 754-2114
or (800) 640-6812.

Logan Akers

Chris Rimel

Warehouse Clerk

Director, Public and Member Relations

Logan began at the Clarkesville
HEMC office in April. He has experience in the utility industry and
working in a warehouse. Logan
lives in Cornelia.

Chris began at the Clarkesville HEMC
office in March. He comes from Duke
Energy, where he managed communications for the company’s South
Carolina nuclear fleet. He has an MBA
from Georgia Tech. Chris and his wife,
Anna, have two children.

TELEPHONE: Clarkesville Headquarters,
(706) 754-2114 or (800) 640-6812;
Cleveland Branch Office, (706) 865-4362
or (800) 640-6812.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
OFFICE LOCATIONS: Headquarters, 6135
State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville; Branch
Office, 897 S. Main St., Suite 9, Cleveland.

Don’t Forget! Annual Business
Meeting is Thursday, July 18
Habersham EMC members are
encouraged to mark their calendars
now to attend the 81st HEMC Annual
Business Meeting
on Thursday, July
18, 2019. The
meeting will be
held at the Habersham Ninth Grade
Academy, 171 Raider Circle, Mount
Airy, GA.
Agenda items include the election of three directors, a free barbecue meal, an opportunity to win

Habersham EMC

SERVICE AREA: Serving members in
Habersham, Hall, Lumpkin, Rabun, Stephens
and White counties.
MAILING AND SHIPPING ADDRESS:
6135 State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville,
GA 30523
WEBSITE: www.habershamemc.com
EMAIL: forinfo@hemc.coop

Habersham Electric Membership
Corporation is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
The Triumphant Quartet

valuable door prizes and special entertainment by the Triumphant Quartet.

22C

Lineman Uses Adz, Patience for Wood Art
H
abersham EMC’s Stephen Thomas
insists he’s not an artist. But the
dozens of works in his house, on the
lawn and in his backyard workshop tell
the talent of the lineman.
“When I first saw wooden bowls,”
says Thomas, “I thought they were
pretty cool.” Thomas uses many tools
while crafting a bowl, from a chainsaw
to an old-fashioned adz. An ancient tool
similar to an ax, an adz has an arched
blade at an angle to the handle. This one
was a gift from his father-in-law, who
found the old tool and thought it suited
Thomas. The adz works well, but it takes
hours in Thomas’ hands to shape a piece
of wood into a bowl.
“It’s not talent,” says Thomas. “It’s
more patience than anything.”
Thomas says he reads craft books
and watches online videos for ideas.
A pile of wood shavings next to
the workshop tells the story. There’s no
sawdust, but thousands of small strips of
wood—each one cut by Thomas, one at
a time, as he turns wood into art.
Raw wood in several shapes and
sizes fits into crannies and against walls
in his workshop—a cherry burl that
Thomas sees as two bowls in his mind’s
eye; honey locust lumber; a box elder
maple branch; a pale length of cedar;
walnut; and spalted maple pieces.
There are other works of art Thomas has
crafted—cups, chairs and stools. And
he repairs cane chairs with the basketweave seats.

Left: HEMC lineman Stephen Thomas shows some of the handmade bowls he’s
created, with the help of an adz. Top right: Thomas picks up a piece of wood he is
saving to turn into “two or three bowls.” Bottom right: Thousands of small strips
of wood are testament to the patience to scrape the wood into curved shapes.

For bowls, Thomas starts with a
chainsaw to get the basic shape, then
uses an angle grinder with chainsaw
teeth followed by a smaller-toothed
grinder for the smooth interior. Some
of the bowls show the imprint of the
adz, with small shallow scallops in

the wood surface.
Thomas says he’s considered selling some of his wares, but he often
gives them away to friends, HEMC
co-workers and family.
“I just like doing this,” he says.
“It’s fun for me.”

More HEMC Cooperative Solar Blocks Available Now!

H

abersham EMC’s Cooperative Solar
program has 64 blocks available.
For $25 per month for each solar
energy block (maximum of two blocks
per member), you will receive credit on
your monthly bill for the kilowatt hours
(kWh) generated by your solar energy
block(s). If you use fewer kWh during
the billing period than the amount generated by your solar energy block(s),
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you will receive credit for the excess
energy (per Habersham EMC’s Net
Energy Metering Service Schedule,
Rider NM).
Members can enjoy the benefits
of solar energy without the costs and
complications of rooftop solar panels.
Habersham EMC takes on the risk of
ownership and maintenance, while
YOU receive your share of the sun
www.habershamemc.com

without the hassle!
HEMC Cooperative Solar
program subscriptions are available
on a first-come, first-served basis. To
determine if the program is suited for
their specific needs, members should
contact (706) 754-2114, (706) 865-4362
or (800) 640-6812 or sign up online at
habershamemc.com.
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