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Reclaiming Right-of-Way
to Improve Safety and Reliability
H

abersham EMC (HEMC) began
enforcing the existing rightof-way maintenance policy earlier
this year. This initiative, described
as ground-to-sky clearing, will take
approximately five years to complete.
Trees within HEMC’s easement (15
feet on either side of the line) will be
cut as close to the ground as possible,
regardless of size, height or species.
Underbrush and other vegetation will
also be cleared.
“Once the right-of-way throughout our system has been reclaimed,
we intend to do a better job of maintaining it,” says Brad Hicks, HEMC
CEO/President. “It will benefit our
members by improving safety, reducing outage times and expenses.”
“Any vegetation that comes in
contact with, or even close to, an overhead line offers an alternative path for
electrical currents and can result in
electrocution,” says Hicks. “Annually,
many children and adults are electrocuted or seriously injured due to
accidental contact with power lines.
Some of these instances are children
climbing trees that are too close to the
lines and adults working on trees too
near the lines.”
Vegetation in the right-of-way can

Habersham EMC

‘Vegetation management
is absolutely necessary
where people, trees and
utilities coexist.’

—Brad Hicks
HEMC CEO/President

also create obstacles and jeopardize
the safety of HEMC employees.
“By properly managing the rightof-way, we have a greater opportunity
to restore power more quickly following an outage, which means less interruption in our members’ daily lives. It
also potentially reduces the cleanup
and restoration-related costs following
storms,” adds Hicks.
In 2017, according to Hicks, 67 percent of all outages within Habersham
EMC’s service area were caused by
trees, shrubs, bushes and vines that
had grown too close to the electric
lines. In October 2018, when winds
from Tropical Storm Michael affected
our area, all of those outages were
vegetation-related. However, none

This is a recent ground-to-sky clearing
conducted by HEMC.

occurred along the circuits that had
been cleared before the storm.
“These system reliability improvements are driven by feedback from
our members demanding more reliable service and less outages,” says
Hicks. “Vegetation management is
absolutely necessary where people, trees and utilities coexist. This
Continued on page 22C
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Official Notice of Capital
Credit Assignment for 2017

HEMC Returns
Capital Credits

A

ccording to the Habersham EMC Bylaws, all cooperative revenue in excess
of expenses each year (“margins”) is recorded in the cooperative’s member
capital accounts as capital furnished by the members (“capital credits”).

THE MARGINS ASSIGNED FOR 2017 ARE AS FOLLOWS:
HEMC OPERATING
		
MARGINS
$629,573

POWER
SUPPLIERS

CFC

OTHERS

TOTAL

$886,917

$51,007

$116,507

$1,684,004

The total margin percentage for 2017 is 3.61%
You are hereby notified that you have been assigned and credited on the
cooperative’s member capital account with having furnished that additional
amount of dollars, determined by multiplying your patronage for 2017 by the
percentage listed above (3.61%).

Calculating Your Capital Credit Assignment for 2017

F

or the 32nd consecutive year,
Habersham EMC (HEMC)

members received capital credit
checks in late November. Since
1987, HEMC has returned more

All cooperative revenue in excess of expenses each year (“margins”) is
recorded in the cooperative’s member capital accounts as capital furnished by
the members (“capital credits”).
Capital credits are treated as capital contributed by the members. Member capital is utilized
for a period of time to fund needs such as electric
line construction, transformers, trucks, inventory
and other operational needs, and to maintain the
financial strength as required by HEMC’s lenders.
At a later date, when the financial condition
of the cooperative permits, capital credits are
returned to the members in proportion to their patronage in the form of a check.
By allowing the cooperative to use the capital credits, HEMC borrows less money
to operate and has less need to generate revenue through rate increases.
See the illustration below to calculate the amount of capital credit assignment for 2017.

than $15 million to members.
This year’s retirement of $1.5 million includes the return of capital
contributed by members in 1987
and 1988.
Member capital is utilized for
a period of time to finance electric system improvements and
maintain the financial strength
required by HEMC’s lenders.
Then it is returned, demonstrating our cooperative, nonprofit
organization.
HEMC issues checks to

2017 CAPITAL CREDIT ASSIGNMENT ILLUSTRATION
TOTAL AMOUNT –
2017 POWER BILLS*

PATRONAGE
ASSIGNED %

$500
$1,000
$1,500

3.61%
3.61%
3.61%

DOLLARS ASSIGNED
TO YOU		
$18.05
$36.10
$54.15

*- Power bill = Total electric charges + outdoor lighting charges

22B

Georgia Magazine

December 2018

www.habershamemc.com

members for $10 or more. If the
check is less than $10, the funds
are retained until they add up
to that amount in future capital
credits. A check will then be
mailed at the next capital retirement date.
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Habersham EMC offices in Clarkesville
and Cleveland will be closed:
 hristmas: Monday and Tuesday,
C
December 24 and 25, 2018
n New Year’s Day: Tuesday,
January 1, 2019
n

Personnel will be available in case of an
emergency or outage. To report a hazard
or outage, please call:
n (706) 754-2114
n (706) 865-4362
n (800) 640-6812

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Chairman,
Jeff Ferguson; Vice Chairman, David Wall;
Secretary-Treasurer, Dustin Hulsey;
Billy Cantrell, Jeff Herrin, Frank McCrackin,
Kenneth McEntire, Dan Thurmond and
Rick Wood.
Regular Board meetings are held at 3 p.m. on
the last Tuesday of each month at the HEMC
headquarters.
EMERGENCY SERVICE: Call (706) 754-2114
or (800) 640-6812.

Holiday Safety Tips
The holiday season is a festive time of year.
Remember to keep electrical and fire safety in
mind as you decorate your home.
•	Do not overload electrical outlets with too
many decorations or appliances.
•	Never leave a candle burning if you’re not
in the room.
•	If you have a live tree, make sure it is
watered daily.
•	Check cords for fraying/damaged or
exposed wires.

Right-of-Way,

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
OFFICE LOCATIONS: Headquarters, 6135
State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville; Branch
Office, 897 S. Main St., Suite 9, Cleveland.
SERVICE AREA: Serving members in
Habersham, Hall, Lumpkin, Rabun, Stephens
and White counties.
MAILING AND SHIPPING ADDRESS:
6135 State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville,
GA 30523

Continued from page 22A

improved right-of-way initiative has been communicated many times since July
2017 and through various channels, including Habersham EMC’s website, social
media, GEORGIA Magazine, local media outlets and the 2017 and 2018 Annual
Reports, as well as my speech at the 2018 Annual Meeting.
“We are trying to improve the safety of the general public and our employees
as well as improve the reliability of the electric service,” emphasizes Hicks. “Our
members deserve safe, reliable electric service.”
For more information about safe planting practices and the continued right-ofway initiative, visit habershamemc.com or the HEMC offices in Clarkesville
and Cleveland.
Habersham EMC

TELEPHONE: Clarkesville Headquarters,
(706) 754-2114 or (800) 640-6812;
Cleveland Branch Office, (706) 865-4362
or (800) 640-6812.

WEBSITE: www.habershamemc.com
EMAIL: forinfo@hemc.coop

Habersham Electric Membership
Corporation is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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Empowering Local Youth
H

abersham EMC proudly offers youth in our community opportunities
to develop their leadership skills and further their education. Applications for two of these programs are now available through our website,
habershamemc.com, or at our offices in Clarkesville and Cleveland.

Walter Harrison Scholarship

Harriso
er

S

p
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n

Eleven $1,000 scholarships will be awarded
statewide in 2019.
n	
Open to all EMC members and employees and their
children throughout Georgia
ch
o la rs hi
n	
May be used at any accredited two-year or four-year
college, university or vocational-technical institute in the state
n	
Recipients must be enrolled in an accredited program (full or part
time) and be an undergraduate student
n	
Application deadline: February 1, 2019
n	

Washington Youth Tour
June 13-20, 2019
An eight-day, all-expenses-paid trip to
Washington, D.C.
n	
Two high school juniors sent by Habersham EMC;
9
201
more than 100 students in the Georgia delegation
n	
Students must be between the ages of 16 and 18
n	
Applicants must attend a high school or be home-schooled in the
Habersham EMC service area
n Application deadline: February 1, 2019
n

n	

Help Us Save Your Money!

B

efore you pay
your HEMC
bill, consider this:
Any time a
member pays with
a credit or debit
card, HEMC is
charged a transaction fee. Over time,
these fees can add up to thousands of
dollars—more than $200,000 in 2017
alone!
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GATE Certification
Expires December 31

You can help us save money—
YOUR MONEY—by having your payment drafted directly from a bank
account. Unlike credit and debit
cards, there are no transaction fees
associated with bank draft. In addition, payments are drafted the day
before the due date, so you avoid
late fees.
Contact a Member Services
Representative today to sign up for
bank draft.
www.habershamemc.com

H

abersham EMC (HEMC) members who receive the Georgia
Agricultural Tax Exemption (GATE)
must provide a 2019 certificate by
December 31, 2018, in order to continue receiving the exemption. GATE
certificates are valid from date of issuance until December 31 of each year.
Members wishing to renew their GATE
certificate may do so online: forms.agr.
georgia.gov/gate/.
HEMC members should submit
a new GATE Addendum form listing
the accounts to be tax exempt. GATE
Addendum forms are available from
the Department of Revenue at: forms.
agr.georgia.gov/gate/images/GATE_
Addendum_11_19_12.pdf.

Call:

(800) 640-6812
(706) 754-2114

Website:

habershamemc.com/content/
payment-drafts

Habersham EMC

