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System Reliability Improvements in Full Swing

A

s part of our commitment
to improving reliability,
Habersham EMC (HEMC) implemented a ground-to-sky clearing
initiative at the beginning of 2018.
This involves clearing all vegetation
within a 30-foot right of way from
the primary power lines.
“This is an enormous task, but
one that we feel will greatly reduce
outages and other service interruptions for our members,” says
Scott Adams, HEMC’s Manager of

Maintenance and Forestry.
Habersham EMC’s goal is to
provide safe distribution services
and to minimize power disrup-

tions. Properly maintained rights of
way are also essential to providing
safety for utility workers and co-op
members.

Plant the Right Tree in the Right Place
Trees planted in the wrong place can be a hazard, especially to power lines.
Fences, shrubs and structures should also maintain an 8-foot clearance from
the front and 3-foot clearance on all other sides of any underground facilities.

LARGE TREES

MEDIUM TREES

SMALL SHRUBBERY

Height/spread of
more than 40 feet,
such as:

Height/spread of
25 to 40 feet,
such as:

• Maple • Birch
• Sweetgum
• Oak
• Spruce • Linden
• Pine

• Washington
Hawthorn
• Goldenraintree
• Eastern Redbud
• American Arborvitae
• Dogwood

40

40 ft. high or les
less

This is a recent ground-to-sky cleaning
conducted by HEMC.
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Source: The Arbor Day Foundation and the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
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Chastain Awarded ORU Grant
I
t’s really true that “small change
makes a big difference.” That’s
especially the case for Joey Chastain,
a Cleveland resident and recent
Operation Round Up (ORU) grant
recipient. Joey is well-known
throughout White County, where he
has lived his entire life.
“He’s very resourceful and great
at making connections in the community,” says friend and advocate
Jane Grillo. He loves giving back
to his community, where he participates in the Heroes Sports League
and hosts a Christmas party for
neighborhood children.
“I’ve been doing that for over
20 years,” he says. “Now some of
the children who used to come are
bringing their children.”
Throughout his life, Joey has had
to overcome many obstacles. In spite
of disabilities, he wanted to find a
job and pay his own bills. Becoming
a homeowner was one of his proudest moments. “My community has
always been a big support for me so
I am able to stay independent. That
is how I was able to buy a house
and become a taxpayer.”
Already on a tight budget, Joey
recently incurred some unexpected
medical expenses. On top of that,
his 13-year-old air-conditioning unit
gave out. “It got as hot as 82 degrees
(in the house),” says Joey. And that
was in the spring. Joey didn’t know
what to do. With only $750 in savings and a few donations from the
community, it still wasn’t enough
to cover the $3,000 needed for a
replacement HVAC unit.
Jane told him about Operation
Round Up and helped him fill out
the application. Fortunately, he was
awarded a grant for $2,000—enough
to provide the relief he needed.
Without the help from Operation
Round Up, “I surely wouldn’t have
been able to sleep at night,” says
Joey as the new unit now keeps his
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ment. They
were really
good to me.”
“I don’t feel
that it’s costing
me anything when I give,” says Jane,
an Operation Round Up participant.
And she’s right. On average, participating Operation Round Up members
donate $6 a year. That’s less than a
snack in the vending machine, but
The Operation Round Up grant, along
it’s changing lives.
with other community support, helped
If you’re not participating and
Joey Chastain purchase a high-efficiency you would like to, call HEMC
Member Services at (706) 754-2114.
HVAC unit.
800-square-foot home comfortable.
“Praise the Lord! I am so grateful. I
also want to thank Absolute Climate
Control for helping me get the

‘I don’t feel that it’s costing me
anything when I give.’
—Jane Grillo, Operation Round Up participant

Local Agencies Receive Operation Round Up Grants
Operation Round Up grants totaling more than $33,000 for community development initiatives and charitable projects were approved by the Habersham EMC
Foundation Board at their March and May meetings.

During the March 22 meeting, grants were awarded to the following:
n
n
n
n
n

Get Real Ministries ................................................................. $
White County Food Pantry. . ....................................................... $
Habersham Homeless Ministries ............................................... $
Georgia Mountain YMCA........................................................... $
Angel House of Georgia............................................................ $

7,980
7,500
7,500
1,000
1,000

During the May 17 meeting, grants were awarded to:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

The Salvation Army of Toccoa. . .................................................. $
White County individual. . .......................................................... $
Friends of the White County Public Library.................................... $
University of North Georgia Foundation........................................ $
White Creek Christian Academy................................................. $
Charles Smithgall Humane Society.. ............................................ $
Community Helping Place......................................................... $

2,500
2,000
1,244
1,000
750
500
500

Habersham EMC appreciates the generosity of members who voluntarily allow
their power bill to be rounded up to the next dollar each month to assist those in
your community. For more information on how to contribute or for an application,
please visit www.habershamemc.com or contact the office.
www.habershamemc.com
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We’re Paying You
to Pay Your Bill

Official Monthly Publication
of Habersham EMC

H

abersham EMC takes the work out of paying your bill AND even
pays you for it!
Contact us to sign up for HEMCeBill + (bank draft and electronic
billing) and receive $2 credit per month per qualifying account.

Board of Directors: Chairman, Rick Wood;
Vice Chairman, George Fry; SecretaryTreasurer, Jeff Ferguson; Billy Cantrell,
Dustin Hulsey, Frank McCrackin, Kenneth
McEntire, Dan Thurmond and David Wall.

My HEMC
Mobile App

Staff: President/CEO Bradley H. Hicks;
Manager of Marketing and Communications,
Susan Baker
EMERGENCY SERVICE: Call (706) 754-2114

With the FREE MyHEMC

or (800) 640-6812.

mobile app, you can:

TELEPHONE: Clarkesville Headquarters,

n
n

(706) 754-2114 or (800) 640-6812;

Pay your bill

Cleveland Branch Office, (706) 865-4362

	Check your daily

or (800) 640-6812.

kilowatt-hour use

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday,

n

View statements

n

Create account alerts

OFFICE LOCATIONS: Headquarters, 6135

n

And much more!

State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville; Branch

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Office, 897 S. Main St., Suite 9, Cleveland.

Download it today!

SERVICE AREA: Serving members in

The app is available

Habersham, Hall, Lumpkin, Rabun, Stephens
and White counties.

on the App Store

MAILING AND SHIPPING ADDRESS:

and Google Play.

6135 State Hwy. 115 West, Clarkesville,
GA 30523
WEBSITE: www.habershamemc.com
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2018 Annual Meeting
Follow-up

ONLINE CHAT HOURS: Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
EMAIL: forinfo@hemc.coop

Due to publication deadlines, coverage

Habersham Electric Membership
Corporation is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

of the 2018 Annual Meeting will
appear in the September issue of
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Green Power and Silicon Ranch
Announce 194 MW Solar Portfolio
Habersham Electric
Membership Corporation
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

H

abersham EMC recently
announced plans to participate
in a 194-megawatt (MWAC) solar
portfolio. The total capacity from
the utility-scale solar arrays will be
distributed across four locations in
Middle and South Georgia. Sites have
been selected for each of the facilities, pending successful negotiation
of all agreements with the local government entities. Collectively, these
new solar installations are projected
to generate clean, low-cost, solar
energy by 2021.
The facilities are being funded
and built by owner-operator Silicon
Ranch Corp., based in Nashville,
Tenn. Construction is scheduled to
begin later this year. Brad Hicks,
Habersham EMC CEO, says the additional 194 MWAC of solar energy will
more than double the current renewable capacity received by Green

Power EMC and its Georgia-based
member cooperatives—from 283 MW
in 2018 to approximately 676 MW
in 2021.
“We are excited to be a part of
this major expansion of solar energy
in Georgia, says Hicks. “Our com-

mitment to expanding the state’s
renewable resources by adding
more solar energy to our generation
portfolio not only makes economic
sense, but it also will help to ensure
cost-effective, clean energy well into
the future.”

HEMC Cooperative Solar
I

f you’re interested in the benefits of a rooftop solar system
but don’t think you can afford it,
or if your home is shaded, your
homeowners’ association has strict
covenants or you’re a renter, HEMC
Cooperative Solar may be for you.
Cooperative Solar allows you to
choose up to two blocks (maximum
of 25 kilowatt-hours) of solar energy
18D

from HEMC’s off-site solar energy
facilities.
As a HEMC Cooperative Solar
subscriber, you’ll receive clean,
affordable, renewable solar energy
directly from HEMC’s portfolio of
solar energy resources. And it’s all
very easy.
Call (706) 754-2114 or email us at
forinfo@hemc.coop for more details.
www.habershamemc.com
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